A Few Key Points about Filing the Estate Information Return 9955E:

Please refer to the most recent version of 9955E -  Estate Information Return and 9955E Guide Estate Information Return- Estate Administration Tax Act, 1998 for complete reporting requirements

Does it matter when the Estate Information Return is filed?
Fact:  must file return within 90 days of date of issue of Certificate of Appointment of Estate Trustee (Probate) by the 
           Ontario Superior court of Justice
Fiction: must file 90 days after death

Is the Estate Information Return always required?
Fact: No (only if application for Certificate (Probate) is required and certificate is generally required if estate is worth 
         more than $50,000 and/or real estate property is in name of deceased
Fiction: Yes, always required

Are there ways to avoid probate?
Fact: yes (die poor:) or look to lawyer, Estate Planner, Financial Planner to give advice and draft the last Will
Fiction: No, if the affairs of the deceased require probate, it cannot be avoided. Steps can be taken during life to arrange 
             your affairs to avoid probate but not after death

Where does information for the Estate Information Return come from?
Fact: various sources and the information must be accurate (the following is taken directly from the form)
      - all real estate/ property deceased had an equitable interest - need information from assessment roll (MPAC )#  
        Property Identifier and address information
      - all  bank account(s) from  financial institutions including credit unions and caisse ppoulaires to include account #, 
         account value and full institution address
      - all  investments to include account #, account value, percentage owned plus name of agent / broker / advisor, 
        phone, full address
      - all vehicles owned at time of death and include vehicle identification #, make, mode, percentage owned and value
      - all other assets not listed ie: business interests, copyrights, patents, trademarks, household contents, art, jewellry, 
        loans receivable, etc which may require appraisal or valuation from 3rd party
Fiction: it's not a big deal if something is missed

Can anyone file the Estate Information Return?
Fact: yes, however consider having a lawyer or accountant do it, because inaccurate Returns are a Criminal Offence 
          under the Criminal Code of Canada.
Fiction: it's not a big deal if something is missed

 - filing of this return became effective January 1, 2015
